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April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week
A Reentry Rally was held at the Little Rock Church on Baseline Road.  Guest speakers included Lt. 
Governor Tim Griffin, Captain Dale Saffold with the Arkansas State Police and Pastor Ron Cook of 
the Little Rock Church.  Other speakers included ACC’s Carrie Williams, assistant director for reentry; 
Kevin Murphy, chief deputy director; and Ardella Bearden, mentor coordinator.  Refreshments were 
provided by ACC staff.



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week
Rally

There were approximately 95 people in attendance at the first Reentry Rally held at Little Rock Church on Baseline Road in Little Rock (Area 7 & 8).  Lt. Governor Tim Griffin was the guest speaker for the event; the other speakers included Captain 
Dale Saffold of the Arkansas State Police;  Dr. George Herts of Shorter College; Courtney Little of Ace Glass; Ardella Bearden, ACC Reentry Mentor Coordinator: Kevin Murphy, ACC Chief Deputy Director; Eric Alexander of Safe Harbor; Carrie 
Williams, ACC Assistant Director; and Scott Mclean of Pathway to Freedom.  The event was a success, and we are already looking forward to next year! Special thanks to those who helped make the rally a success - Little Rock Church, Quapaw Hid-
den Creek  Reentry Facility, ACC’s Central Arkansas Community Correction Center, Safe Harbor Transitional Facility, Hope Rises Reentry Facility, Cornerstone Transitional Housing, EXODUS, Halters Body Shop, The Good Grid, Goodwill Indus-
tries, UALR Trio, Our House, Restore Hope, Shorter College, Harbor House, the Little Rock Convention and Visitor’s Bureau and ACC employees Christine Walker and Terri Ratcliff.



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week
Rally



A Reentry prayer breakfast was held at the Washington coun-
ty Sheriff 's office.  ACC’s Chief Deputy Director Kevin Mur-
phy was the speaker.

Assistant Area Manager Danyaile Willing spoke at a Kiwanis Club meeting in Berryville.

ACC’s Southwest Arkansas Community Correction Center in Texarkana held a resource fair, and several entities, 
including the Arkansas Department of Health, local churches and colleges and Stamp Out Smoking participated.  
The residents were provided hygiene bags and clothing vouchers for when they are released from incarceration. 
Additionally, there were over more than 40 in attendance at the center’s prayer breakfast (shown at right).  It was 
a great morning in Texarkana.

ACC staff with featured speaker retired Judge Berlin Jones (center) at a fellowship 
breakfast at a Watson Chapel church.
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  A prayer breakfast, round table discussion 
and a question and answer panel were fea-
tured in Jonesboro.
  Above is ACC Assistant Director for Pa-
role and Probation Cindy Richardson.  The 
two middle photos feature the question and 
answer panel. From left to right is Jennifer 
Tarwater (former offender and currently 
starting a non-profit organization called 
“In His Wings” to assist females who have 
children in foster care); Devalyn Duke (for-
mer offender and owner of Delta Crawfish, 
Duke’s Hot Shots, and Uncle Sam’s Fire-
works stand; hires majority second chance); 
Tammy Malin (former offender and now 
the house mother at Reclamation House, 
the reentry facility in Jonesboro); ACC 
Reentry Officer Christa Glover; and Cathy 
Frans (owner and director of Reclamation 
House).  
At far right above is Jamar Andrews, pas-
tor of Word Baptist Church in Jonesboro 
who also hosted and sponsored the prayer 
breakfast, and below is Tammy Malin giv-
ing her testimony and why working to assist 
others in second chances is so important to 
her.
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A Fort Smith breakfast was provided by the Hope Campus. 
ACC Officer Derek Wilson explained recidivism and how 
it is measured in Arkansas and stressed the importance of 
reentry to community partners. Attendees included the 
mayor, chief of police and chief deputy of the sheriff ’s de-
partment, along with several resource providers and people 
wanting to get involved.  Chris Joannides of Hope Campus 
provided the breakfast.  Stacy Willinger of Goodwill sub-
mitted the photos above and below.

  A Reentry Prayer Breakfast held in Clarksville went fabu-
lously!  There were 17 in attendance from the community. 
The Prayer Breakfast was held at the Clarksville Police De-
partment. Johnson/Franklin County Drug Court provided 
the refreshments.  Attendees included three Arkansas State 
Police Troopers, Johnson County Sheriff Larry Jones, John-
son County Chief Deputy Shannon Holeman, Clarksville Po-
lice Department Chief Kevin Weathers,  Clarksville Schools 
Homeless/Mentor Program Director Andrea Edgemon, State 
Representative Aaron Pilkington, two RN’s from the John-
son Co Health Unit, Harbor House Recovery Coach Kerrie 
Woodall, Arkansas Game and Fish Officer Chuck Beavers 
and two ACC Officers. 
  The opening prayer was given by Cross and Shield Chaplin 
Tom Dicus. Drug Court Counselor Janice Burnside spoke 
about the current drug problem in Johnson County. ASP 
Sergeant Greg Smith spoke about the Reentry process, cen-
ters and a local success story of a reentry graduate. Recovery 
Coach Kerrie Woodall spoke about the Harbor House ser-
vices.  CPPS Becky Hutchison spoke about which services 
will provided for the offenders for the week: Reentry 101, 
Good Grid Classes, services provided by the Johnson County 
Health Unit, and representatives from TEC Staffing Services, 
Adult Education and the Harbor House. 

Prayer breakfast in Mountain Home.

More than 50 guests attended the prayer breakfast at ACC’s Central Arkansas Community Correction Center in Little 
Rock.  Sheriff Doc Holladay was the guest speaker at the event. Don Rissinger, CAC Supervisor, spoke to the group about 
the facility and Carolyn Thomas, CAC Treatment Supervisor, spoke about the resident program.   Two CAC residents 
shared their personal experiences with the group and what they have learned while in the facility. 
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April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

Information was provided to  22 staff members and 16 offenders by Western Arkansas Counseling and Guidance Center n Fort Smith.

The East Central Arkansas Community Correction Center in West Memphis hosted probation/parole officers, reentry officers, Drug Court advisors, and 
assistant area managers to sit on a question and answer panel. The panel answered questions brought by the residents on “What to expect next” when 
they are released, and the probation/parole office hosted a mental health day featuring Mid-south Health Systems with speakers Tiffany Kidd- Substance 
Abuse and Allison MacArthur- Mental Health.

At the East Central Arkansas Community 
Correction Center in West Memphis, 65 resi-
dents participated in the Burlsworth Founda-
tion presentation at the Delta Arts Center. 
Residents viewed the movie “Greater” which 
depicted the life of former Arkansas Razor-
back Brandon Burlsworth. 
After the movie residents were able to engage 
in a discussion with Burlsworth’s parents 
about their life experiences and not just living 
life but “Doing it the Burlsworth Way”. 

The Arkansas Department of Health 
visited the Probation and Parole 
office in Forrest City to provide a 
program to offenders on the many 
services they provide in the local 
ADH office such as education/sup-
port of breastfeeding; confidential 
family planning services for women 
and men, including adolescents; testing, 
counseling, referral and partner notification 
assistance to HIV patients; and immuniza-
tions for adults and children.



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

The West Memphis Parole and Probation office spent a day focusing on domestic violence. Speakers were Iyuana Childs and a 
representative of Goodwill Industries of Arkansas.

Parole and Probation Officer Christa Glover, Training Admin-
istrator Ty’juania Clark and others spoke to attendees at the 
Prayer Breakfast held at the Northeast Arkansas Community 
Correction Center in Osceola.

Parole and Pro-
bation Reentry 
Officer Melissa 
Lore speaks to 
members of law 
enforcement, 
local shelters, 
Department of 
Workforce Ser-
vices and other 
attendees of the 
Newport Iron 
Mountain Depot 
Prayer Breakfast 
about the vision 
of the ACC Reentry Team and events taking place 
around the State for Reentry Awareness Week .



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

Jared Pulver, Disease Intervention Specialist from the Arkansas Department of Health, provided information about sexually transmitted 
diseases along with prevention methods to offenders in Jonesboro. Brandon Haley, Jennifer Wharton, and Kasey Crawford from St. Bernard’s 
Community Benefit Department were also present doing blood pressure and blood sugar checks along with tobacco treatment education. The 
ACC staff even jumped in on the medical screenings! 

Community leaders and service providers in 
Pine Bluff came together with the theme of 
Trials to Triumph for a Resource Fair designed 
to connect people with resources/opportunities. 

Special thanks to SEARK College for hosting a  
reentry resource event featuring representatives 
from Arkansas Community Correction, SEARK 
College, Arkansas Department of Career Educa-
tion, Harbor House, Covenant Recovery, Center 
for Arkansas Legal Services, Ambetter, Sobriety 
Living Center, Express Employment, Department 
of Human Services, Health Care for Homeless 
Veterans, Family Church, Celebrate Recovery, 
Liberty Utilities, St. John Alexander Tower, Child 
Support Enforcement, New St. Hurricane Bap-
tist Church, Arkansas Rehabilitation Services, 
Arkansas Department of Workforce Services, 
Arkansas Department of Health, and Delta Edu-
cational Opportunity Center (TRIO). 
They were able to reach more than 100 people in 
need of services.



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

It was a packed house in the Reentry 101 Class in Fort Smith - standing room only. The class was taught by Goodwill’s Stacy Willinger. 
Approximately 30 people received an abundance of information regarding searching for employment, applying for jobs, and were even 
provided job leads in the area. This is a great example of teamwork between reentry, Drug Court, field services, and Goodwill working 
together to help assist people in this area.

Donal Jordan gave a presentation on mental health awareness in the El Dorado area.  Nine people were in atten-
dance for the presentation

Dr. Sherita Willis, a family medical doctor in Osceola, 
spoke with the residents at the Northeast Arkansas Com-
munity Correction Center about taking care of the mind, 
body, and soul. She was accompanied by her mother, a 
former Osceola High School teacher, who also shared a 
brief story with the residents. 

April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

An East Central Arkansas Community Correction Center  
Prayer Breakfast was held April 23. Featured Speaker Elder 
Anthony Coleman delivered a powerful and encouraging 
message to community members, volunteers and staff. 
Chairperson SAPL Pakita Smith, Committee Members, 
Janice Gray, Brenda Walker, Chaplain Bruce Evans & Syrna 
Bowers.

In the West Memphis area, a Resource and Job 
Fair featuring the Department of Human Services, 
West Memphis Housing Authority, West Memphis 
Police Department, Workforce Services and ASU  
Mid-South was held.  And Health day featured East 
Arkansas Family Health Center—HIV testing, Behav-
ioral Health, Nurse and  Dental resources and local 
dentist Dr. Debbie Williams.



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

The following vendors participated in a Resource Fair at the East Center Arkansas Community Correction Center in 
West Memphis -  sharing information and resources with the residents: Salvation Army, KROC Center, East AR Family 
Health, Mid South Health System, U of A Extension, Adult Education, Shorter College, Addiction Campuses, DWS 
and Arkansas Workforce Center.



April 22 - 28 Proclaimed Reentry Awareness Week

Residents at the East Central Arkansas Commu-
nity Correction Center in West Memphis spent 
time during Reentry Awareness Week working on 
looking professional for the center’s annual Dress 
for Success Fashion Show. Hairstylist and makeup 
artist Mozell Maddox, from Jonesboro, volun-
teered her services to help the offenders prepare 
for the show. 

   On April 27, ACC’s Malvern office held a 
Prayer Breakfast at the Hot Spring County 
Courthouse in celebration of Reentry Week. 
In attendance were members of local law 
enforcement, Malvern office staff, Restore 
Hope Recovery Coaches, the Covenant 
Recovery Reentry team, as well members of 
various community churches and resource 
programs. 
   The event was catered by JJ’s Restaurant. 
The opening and closing prayers were led by 
Reverend David Arrington from First United 
Pentecostal Church. 
   Guest speakers included the Honorable 
Judge Chris Williams and Katy Petrus from 
Covenant Recovery. Additional guest speak-
ers were Williams Hitchens and Trevor 
Richards, who spoke of their history and 
recovery, highlighting the impact the Reen-
try Program has had on their lives. 
   Judge Williams spoke of challenges offend-
ers have when returning to society such as 
obtaining their GED and driver’s license. He 
spoke of the impact Covenant Recovery has 
had on the local workforce, and highlighted 
the fact that Hot Spring County has every 
resource available for offenders to succeed. 
He also explained to the community the 
difference between ADC and the Omega 
center, both of which are located in Malvern. 
He spoke of Act 423 and the current efforts 
being made to address mental health issues 
in Hot Spring County. 
   Judge Williams advised that “prison is 
not solution” to address rehabilitation and 
mental health issues. He advocated an open 
door policy to stabilize and build offend-
ers’ self-esteem, which will put them on the 
road to success. He also recognized local 
law enforcement efforts and introduced new 
District Court Judge Emily White. 
   Petrus spoke of working relations she has 
developed within the community, such as 
SMX Staffing who has hired several of her 
participants with competitive wages, and 
Jan Robertson with the Workforce Program, 
spoke on assisting offenders with obtaining 
their driver’s licenses, enrolling in Wage pro-
grams and obtaining their GED certificates. 
   The program was led by reentry officer 
Marcus Washington who advised that “it 
takes a village” to make this program suc-
cessful.
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Arkansas Community Correction’s Russellville office hosted a Resource Fair in support of the 2nd Annual Reentry Awareness Week.  Ac-
commodations were generously provided by All Saints Episcopal Church of Russellville.  There were a total of 41 participants signed in but 
there were individuals that came with participants that are not under supervision.  The total of participants was closer to 60.  There were 12 
different service providers present at the event.  Service provider attendance included Workforce, WAGE, Adult Education, Help Network, 
Main Street Mission, Salvation Army, Express Employment Professionals, TEC Staffing Service, Penmac Staffing Services, Inc., McElroy 
House, Arvac, Inc., and Gumlog Fellowship Community Care Center.  The goal of bringing more awareness to the community and connect-
ing our people with resources available to them in the River Valley was successful. 

Alex Smith with Ouachita Behavioral Health is speaking above and Lou May 
with Henderson University’s TRIO program is speaking at left during mental 
health programs at ACC’s Hot Springs office.

As part of the Reentry Awareness celebration, 
offenders who report to ACC’s Pine Bluff office 
were provided an opportunity to attend a Good 
Grid training held at Pine Bluff Adult Ed office.  
The Good Grid is a web-based portal that provides 
a place for offenders to connect with entities that 
offer resources such as education, jobs, housing and 
other community resources.

Agent Felicia Smith conducted the Reentry Prayer 
Breakfast at the Drew County Sheriff ’s Department 
located in the Drew County Court house.  She de-
livered donuts and reentry fliers to be passed out to 
the staff and visitors.  ACC Monticello staff took this 
opportunity to educate the sheriff ’s department and 
community on the benefits of the ACC Reentry  pro-
gram.  Pictured is Sheriff Mark Gober, Chief Deputy 
Brian Slaughter and Agent Smith.

A Resource Fair was held at SEARK in Pine Bluff and   
Pine Bluff Mayor Shirley Washington attended.
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Monticello hosted Meredith Hudson with 
Delta Counseling for Reentry Week.  Hud-
son provided information to offenders on 
the programs Delta Counseling offers to the 
community (above) and at left, Drew County 
Health Department staff met with offenders 
and completed blood pressure checks and 
passed out information on STD Awareness.

Lisa Robertson, above and at left,  from the Arkansas County 
Health Department came to ACC’s Stuttgart Office to do free 
blood pressure checks for both offenders and ACC employees. 
The photo below at left shows participants in the Pine Bluff 
Resource Fair and at right a Stuttgart job fair.

Bessie Lancelin of Southeast Arkansas Behavioral Healthcare Systems spoke in Pine Bluff about mental health.

Alta Lockley (County Extension Agent – 4-H/FCS Arkansas County) spoke  about Food and Nutrition with offenders in the DeWitt and 
Stuttgart offices.  She covered which products at the grocery store are healthier; how much salt/sugar/fats should be consumed on a daily 
basis; and how products are advertised as healthy may not be.  Lockley brought examples of portion sizes, vials showing how much fat 
or sugar certain foods/drinks may have, and gave advice about how to shop and eat when you have diabetes. The offenders who attended 
were very interactive with her and asked questions. They seemed to really enjoy the group. 


